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COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT

SGML students, faculty and leadership strive for community engagement. It is con-
tinually pushed for, focused on, and is something that happens all the time. Except 
most of the time, you probably don’t hear about it. Until now. 

Earlier this year, Grifford, an Arizona native and 2007 SGML graduate, learned 
the Glendale Corps of the Salvation Army needed a roof to replace a failing struc-
ture the group was operating out of at 61st and Northern avenues in the West Valley. 
The effort to organize and implement a construction plan would swell to involve 25 
different companies and reap close to $100,000 in donated labor, materials and 
sweat—all to benefit the Salvation Army.  

Grifford was approached by Glendale City Councilmember Yvonne Knaack who, 
besides supporting the Glendale Kiwanis Club, is also a member of the Salvation 
Army advisory board. When she told Gifford of the $100,000 that was going to be 
expended, he couldn’t help but think: that money should be going to needy families, 
not to replace a roof.

“We were able to put together dozens of companies who donated labor, mate-
rials, food and overhead to get this job done for free—and actually raised more 
money than was needed, so we donated that as well,” says Grifford, vice president 
of Distinctive Services, a roofing contractor. “I can’t believe how many people and 
companies joined in on helping out. This is the type of project that you hear about 
on the news all the time, in other places. Never would I think that I would be apart 
of something like this. There were large companies and small companies who did 
their part, as well as silent contributors who were very willing to help while wish-
ing not to be recognized at all.  Many of the companies who helped out were direct 
competitors of mine, as well as huge manufacturer and supplier companies that were 
competitors as well.”

Distinctive Services was started by Dan’s father in 2002, and he came on board 
not too long after graduating from high school in 2003. At that time, the company 
included  father, son, and three employees. Since then, it has enjoyed more than 
1,300 percent growth  and currently has more than 40 employees and revenues ex-
ceeding $3 million annually. “We attribute our growth to the excellent relationships 
we have with our high-end custom home builders and the repeat business they have 
given us over the past few years,” says Grifford. “We have been making the rough 
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Paying it Forward
SGML Alumnus coordinates 
$100,000 Salvation Army project
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that I would be apart of something like this” – DAN GRIFFORD
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Jesusita Amador `02
Gregory Andersen `99
Anita Armstrong `94  
   & Bruce Armstrong `99
Carol & Micah Aronson
Tamara Baker `03
Brian Barwick `05
Dean Beery `96
Susan Bender `97
Jason Bernstein
Justin Blackburn `04
Lisa Blizzard `98
Jeffrey Border `05
Kendy Bounds `05
Paula Bowser
Randall Bradley `96
David Bramer `98
Janet Branciforte `75
Michelle Brooks `05
Staci Brown `99 & Jens Brown
Andrew Burris `95
Kimberly Byrne `04
Marius Cailean `99
Denise Camacho `05
Edwviges Castillo `05
Bradley Cea `00
Patricia Cerna-Lent `04
James Chernek `04
William Clements `98
Becky Crockett
Laurel Crull-Dowd `92 `97 & Colin Dowd
Linda Cryer `87 & James Cryer `76 `98
Donovan Curley `97
Todd Curtis `98
Rebecca and John Dallmus `97
Allen Davis `93
Peggy Davis `97
Julie Defreitas
Mary Drazek `77 `99 & Joseph Drazek
Deene Eckles `99
Barbara Edwards `98
Marcia and William Else Jr. `95
Dennis Endres
Donna Esposito `81 `90  
   & Robert Esposito
Paula Fair `93 & Harry Fair
Christopher Felzien `96
Bradley Fischer `05

Suzanne Fitch `05 & Jason Fitch
Jenna Flynn `98 `02 & Kevin Flynn `02
Aymeric Gisselbrecht `00
Brian Goclan `96
Rebecca Gomez `04
Aurea Gonzales `04
Katrina Gonzales `04
Jessica Gratz `05
Mary Greve `93
Michael Hake `04
Rhonda Hale `00
Gregory Hansen `03
Leanne Harrell
Jennifer & Jeffrey Haynes `97
Dale Hensley
Jean Hensley
Marianna Heon `05
Enrique Hernandez `97
Shelle & John Herrera Jr. `97
Diane Hodge
Jeneice Holt `01
Barbara Horner
Bonnie Horvath `02
Jennifer & Robert House
Deb & Phillip Jackson
Sabica Jaddi
Josephine Kativu `05
Hugh Kealer `98
Matthew Kelly `05
Beverly and Bryce Kerr `00
Steven Khouri `04
Juan Kingsbury Jr. `04
Carey Kirkman `04
James Klippel `96
Willie Knudson
Victoria & Richard Lang `99
Judianne Lange `02
R. Allison Lara `98
Tara Larson `05
Andre Leclercq `04
Diana Lee `79
Suzanne Leung `04
Carla Lindsley `99
Joshua Lingenfelter `05
Gladys Lopez `03 & Steve Lopez Jr.
Daniel Lusk `01
Vanni Marasigan `96
S. Sabrina & Robert Mast `95
Linda Mather `72 `80  
   & Richard Mather `94
Kathryn Maull-Bytnar `05
Robin McEntire `02
Lori McMillan `02

Wendy McVicker `03
Lisa Mendivil `02
Kim Metzgar-Schreiber `94
Daniel Miller `04
Erin Moffitt `02
Cameron Mohler `05
Kevin Mollet `05
Walter Morse `98
Peggy Murray
Charlotte and Rion Needs `95
Louise and Gene Nemanich
Robyn Nickle
Phyllis Nielsen
Mary Norman `98
Mark Oaks `02
Kathleen O’Connor-Masse `94 &   
  Michael O’Connor-Masse
Joseph Olney `00
Christian Olson `03
Kevin Osbeck
Sarah Pearson `06 & Theodore   
   Pearson `02
Elizabeth Peck `99
Douglas Pelton `05
Consuelo Perez `94
Librada Petray `96 & Dwayne Petray `99
Lothsoukol Phothisane `04  
   & Jonathan Moore
Suzanne Powell-Newton `94 `97  
   & Lynn Newton
Shannon Ramirez `96  
   & Robert  Ramirez `94 `98
Patrick Rankin `01
Patricia & Alex Romero Jr. `02
Fanny Ruttinger `05 & A.C. Ruttinger
Barbara Sais `02
Carla Sands `05
Deanna Sangster `04
Georgia Savaidis `04
Christine Schaefer `79
Bryan Schrock `05
Joseph Shepherd `03
Robert Slack `04
Robert Smith `93
Russell Smith `04
Eiei Soe `95 & Robert Htoon
Tanya Stoikova `05
Kevin Straceski `02
Margaret Swafford `95
Ramey Sweis `04
Weiland Tarpley III `05
Dessislava Tchobanova `03
Amanda Tecca `03

Shirley Thompson `05
Cheryl Toone `02
Stacey Turley `99
Zena Valles `00
Patricia Villarreal `05  
   & Jeffrey Villarreal
Susan Vines `93 & Milton Vines
James Vogel
Maryse Waldron `03
Kelsi Walline `05
Christine Washington `04
Brenda & Paul Wengraf
Daniel Westfall `05
Alison Westrich `96
Candace Wilson `03
Sherry Wind
Jennifer Wingenroth `05
Ellen Woods `96
Dallas York `03
Linda Zamora `99
Izabela Zebrowski `04
Toni Zody `01
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Patricia & Andy Delph `74  
Mary Lou Fulton `74 & Ira Fulton `54
Vickie & Jerry Moyes	
Rita & Peter Thomas 
Diane & Gilbert Valadez
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and trusts
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Chevron USA Inc.
Consular Corps of Arizona Foundation
Oliver Exterminating Corporation
The Plaza Companies
Charles Schwab Corporation  
   Foundation
STMicroelectronics, Inc.

GIFTS OF $5,000 OR MORE

Arizona Community Foundation
Arizona State Credit Union
City of Phoenix
Fulton Homes Sales Corporation
Todd Thomas Foundation Fund
USAA Foundation

transition from the entrepreneurial stage to management stage of our company and  it 
has definitely been a learning experience.” 

Grifford, born and raised in Arizona, says his first career objective is to help ensure 
that Distinctive Services is managed properly while maintaining growth—part of this 
is a tribute to his parents, perhaps akin to another ‘Pay it Forward’ mentality. “My 
parents have worked for a long time to make sure that my sisters and I are successful 
in life and I want nothing more for them than to be able to retire from the company 
soon and sit back and enjoy the ride,” he smiles. “I aspire to step back in the next 
couple years from a fully functioning company that is self-sufficient and well-re-
spected around the industry.  I believe very much in giving back to the community and 
would love to do much more in the future—as well as expand Distinctive Services, in 
other subsidiary industries around real estate and construction.”

Grifford gives accolades to SGML, and notes: “Every time I learned something 
in class, I immediately began thinking of how to apply it in the real world and how I 
could use it at work and in life.”

Fortunately for Grifford and the thousands affected by his generosity and passion, 
it is already working in the real world.

DAN GRIFFORD

’07 B.S. GLOBAL BUSINESS
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